
Take a Spiritual Journey This Summer

Diocesan
Pilgrimage

2013
-

All Weekends beginning
May 18/19 through Sept. 7/8

•	 Join	the	parish	community	for	
Mass

•	 See	God’s	beauty	in	the	sacred	
statues	and	artwork

•	 Experience	the	culture	and	
history	of	the	diocese

•	 During	this	time	of	pilgrimage,	
celebrate	the	Sacrament	of	
Reconciliation	at	any	local	church	
in	the	diocese

•	 Reflect	on	your	own	spiritual	
journey

Visit	one	of	the	parishes	listed	to	receive	your	“Pilgrim” passport.	Then,	travel	to	
the	remaining	parishes	to	have	your	passport	stamped,	including:	St.	Mary,	Elyria	•	
St.	Mary,	Painesville	•	St.	Mary,	Wooster	•	St.	Sebastian,	Akron

Complete	your	journey	at	the	Cathedral	of	St.	John	the	Evangelist,	Downtown	Cleveland

The	first	1,200	to	complete	their	pilgrimage	with	a	fully	stamped	passport,	receive	
a	commemorative	Year of Faith medal	blessed	by	Pope	Emeritus	Benedict	XVI.
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For	more	information	visit	us	online	at	

www.welcomecatholics.com

Most of us are familiar with the idea of making a pilgrimage. People have been 
taking such journeys for thousands of years. For Christians, some sites became 
pilgrimage destinations because they were important in the life of Jesus, like 
Jerusalem or Bethlehem. Others, like Lourdes or Guadalupe, are connected with 
the Virgin Mary. There are many other places that have become pilgrimage sites 
because they are connected to the life or remains of a saint. During the Year 
of Faith, several churches have been designated by Bishop Richard Lennon as 
pilgrimage sites in the Diocese of Cleveland.

Why make the journey to these places? One important reason is because we hold 
these places to be sacred. Because of their history, we expect to encounter God 
there. They are places where it seems as if there is less distance between us and God, 
as if there is a more direct connection with God. When we walk through the door, 
we transition into a new place where we sense that there is better communication 
between heaven and earth. 

For religious people, sacred space focuses us, giving us a fixed point towards 
which we can re-orient ourselves. When we do this, we have the opportunity for 
transcendence, to rise up to meet God who comes down to meet us. For us, the 
place becomes the Center of the World, where we seek to restore our relationship 
with God, which means that we seek to restore the original created order of the 
universe. Especially when saint relics are present, we sense that it is a place where 
earth encounters the world of death, all that precedes and follows life. In such a 
place, we can allow the reality which we cannot see to reveal itself to us. 

Hopefully making such a journey will help us see that all space is sacred. Maybe 
we can better understand that even our bodies are sacred space, temples of God. 
Take time to make a pilgrimage this summer, to the “Center of the World”, and 
allow God to unveil the reality of life to you.

Encounter God at the Center of the World by: Linda Monitello


